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The Scriptures

The readings recount the story of salvation. With the only light coming from that which was lit by the Christ candle we all remain in the dimly lit Church listening to the foundational stories of our faith. We listen to the creation story in Genesis, the freeing of the people from slavery and the call to repent and believe in God. Then, before the readings are proclaimed from the New Testament the lights in the church are turned on and the Gloria is sung with bells ringing. This is an obvious turning point in the Liturgy. The light of Christ shines. The Gospel recounts the early Church’s account of the resurrection. 

Each year we remind ourselves of who we are as Catholics through these foundational Scripture passages.  They recall our dignity, our identity, our journey and our relationship with a loving God. This is our story and it inspires us to keep writing with the stories of our lives. 

Baptism
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Tonight on this night of nights it is the most appropriate time to welcome new Catholics into our community through baptism and or Confirmation. Before the candidates can proceed to initiation they must renounce sin and profess their faith in Christ. The first act of the Christian life is a renunciation, a challenge. No one can be Christ’s until he has, first, faced evil, and then, become ready to fight it. 
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Eucharist

Those adults who were baptised or received into the Catholic Church receive for the first time the Body of Christ. Together with the whole gathering the Eucharist on the vigil reinforces the fact that Christ is risen, he gives us himself to nourish us. Christ is risen. Alleluia!
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Preparing to celebrate the Sacred Triduum








		�	Easter Vigil


This is the Night.


If Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain, and your faith is also in vain… and you are all still in your sins” (1 Cor 15, 14. 17). With these strong words from the First letter to the Corinthians, Saint Paul makes clear the decisive importance he attributes to the Resurrection of Jesus. In this event, in fact, lies the solution to the problem posed by the drama of the Cross. The Cross alone could not explain the Christian faith, indeed it remain a tragedy, an indication of the absurdity of being. The Paschal mystery consists in the fact that the crucified man “was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures (1 Cor 15:4).” Pope Benedict XVI 2008





The liturgy of the Easter Vigil is “the night of nights” as boldly proclaimed in the singing of the exultet. The liturgy of the Vigil calls us to recognised that we are Catholic, baptised members of the body of Christ.





 “There is a need for individuals and local churches to have the strongest possible sense of their own Catholic identity, an identity not rooted primarily in their ethnic past or even in the religious rhythms of family and school, but an identity rooted in the living memory of their own baptism into Christ and the Church”. 





This sheet attempts to highlight some of the important dimensions to the Easter Vigil. It is important that those attending the Vigil Mass do not come expecting the same as a usual Vigil Mass.  





The liturgy, like the gathering on Good Friday, does not begin with the sign of the cross or greeting. The presumption in both places is that the church already has (since Thursday night) been gathered and in prayer. All we do to begin these moments, then, is to speak with some urgency and enthusiasm about where we are now. 





Light in Darkness


Firstly, we gather in the darkness of the night, as we continue our wait for Christ, our light. Then as people have gathered, either waiting in the Church, but preferably outside a huge fire is lit. The light burst through the darkness of the night. The Paschal candle is lit and all follow this light, as if we were following Christ who provides the only source of light to which we can see by this night (and always). The Candelabra is lit in the church and those adults (no children, please) who have candles light them from the paschal candle. 
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Images of this Night


�


According to a most ancient tradition, this night is “one of vigil for the Lord” (Exodus 12:42), and the Vigil celebrated during it to commemorate that holy night when the Lord rose from the dead is regarded as the “mother of all vigils” (St Augustine). For in that night the Church keeps vigil, waiting for the resurrection of the Lord, and celebrates 


the sacraments of initiation. 





The action words of the Vigil lead us to what’s installed: 





Flicker…blaze…light up…smell…follow…acclaim…read, read and read…listen, listen and listen…sing …ask…stand…splash…dip…breath…renounce…promise…emerge…anoint…clothe…bless…break…share…Go. 
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Good Friday


Behold the wood  


of the cross �on which hung �the Saviour of the world. 


Come, let us worship! 





The celebration of the Lord’s Passion picks up where the Mass of the Lord’s Supper left off. We begin in silence, and the presider leads us in the humble act of prostration before the altar. 


The Celebration of the Lord’s Passion has three distinct parts: the Liturgy of the Word, the Veneration of the Cross, and the Communion Service. It’s significant that the Gospel of John was chosen as the Passion account for this day. In John’s gospel the victory of Christ shines through every step of the way.


Death is not seen as defeat but rather as the passage of Christ into his glory. Today, the liturgy begins in silence. We do not provide opening music or a call to worship. The rites assume that this is simply the continuation of the liturgy of the previous evening. During the liturgical


year, only the Good Friday and the Easter Vigil liturgies begin in this way. This reflects the true nature of the three days of the Triduum as being one extended celebration.


The primary symbol of today’s liturgy is the cross as a sign of victory and salvation. The Veneration of the Cross is one of the most ancient elements in liturgy today. We gather as family around the cross of Christ and embrace it as our own. As each of us has an opportunity to carry it, so too will we enjoy its victory and joy. A wooden cross, large enough to be visible from every corner of the church, and without a corpus, is the ideal. A single cross respects the connection with the one cross of Christ that is our salvation.


The actual rite of veneration should be handled with efficiency and grace, while not seeming rushed. The symbol cannot speak to people’s hearts if they are not allowed to fully experience it. The challenge in planning the movement of this rite is that all present be given an opportunity to make some sign of reverence to the cross. Besides making our own act of veneration, much of the power of this rite lies in watching other people make theirs. Young and old, rich and poor, healthy and infirm, we all come to the cross to find hope and be saved.


A simple communion rite concludes the liturgy this day. We again depart in silence until we gather for the vigil on Easter. During the day on Holy Saturday we are encouraged to spend some time in reflection on the burial of the Lord, allowing ourselves to sit quietly with the disciples as they wonder what to do next. 








PRAYER


O God, who by the Passion of Christ your Son, our Lord, 


abolished the death inherited from ancient sin 


by every succeeding generation, 


grant that just as, being conformed to him, 


we have borne by the law of nature 


the image of the man of earth, 


so by the sanctification of grace 


we may bear the image of the Man of heaven. 


Through Christ our Lord. 


R. Amen. 


 				    Good Friday: Jesus gave his life for our salvation. For what am


I willing to lay down my life? Jesus entrusted his spirit into the


hands of his Father. How willing am I to put my trust in God?
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Holy Thursday


This is the day when Christians everywhere celebrate the gift of the Eucharist as our nourishment and our salvation. Three stories weave together this evening: the Passover, St Paul’s account of the Last Supper , and John’s account of Jesus washing the feet of the disciples. The Gospel makes startlingly clear what the other readings imply: we are to hand ourselves over to others. To help us live out this Gospel call, each year we wash feet in this ceremony and celebrate the Eucharist with renewed commitment to serve one another. 





While blessings and dismissals normally close our liturgies, tonight is notably different. At the end of Mass, the Blessed Sacrament is transferred to the Altar of Repose, where silent prayer will take place. The priests with the ministers will transfer the Blessed Sacrament veiled, so holy is the Sacrament. No blessing is given by the presider pointing to the fact that our Sacred Triduum is not ended. Everyone departs reflecting on the joy of the night, ready to return for the Liturgy on Good Friday. The mood at the end of the liturgy is captured by silence. There is no talking. We either stay in silence or leave in silence quietly getting into our cars or walking home. 


Collect


O God, who have called us to participate


in this most sacred Supper,


in which your Only Begotten Son,


when about to hand himself over to death,


entrusted to the Church a sacrifice new for all eternity,


the banquet of his love,


grant, we pray,


that we may draw from so great a mystery,


the fullness of charity and of life.


Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,


who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,


one God, for ever and ever.
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