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Liturgy Times
SUNDAY:
8:30am, 10:00am.
Children's Liturgy during school term
TUESDAY: 8:30am Adoration, 9.15am
Mass

WEDNESDAY: 7:00am
THURSDAY: 9:15am
FRIDAY: 8:30am Adoration, 9.15am Mass
SATURDAY: 9:00am
(Adoration and Reconciliation after
Mass)
5:00pm (Vigil Mass)
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Saturday: 9:30-10:00am; 4:25-4:50pm

Pastoral Team:
Fr Peter Kwak PP
beverlyhillspriest@gmail.com

Parish Office Address:
5 Tarrilli Street
Postal Address:
PO Box 100
Beverly Hills NSW 2209
Telephone: 9554 8155
Email: reginaparish@gmail.com
Web: reginacoeliparish.org.au
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The Ascension of the Lord
24 May 2020
The importance of having right expectations cannot be overstated. Anyone who falsely
expects an apple from a mango tree will not only be disappointed by the mango when it
is produced, they will also fail to appreciate the mango for what it truly is. And so with
right expectations we are far less likely to suffer from unnecessary misery and far more
likely to thoroughly benefit from the blessings at hand including those which are still to
come. Perhaps the most classic example of the problem of having false expectations was
seen in the religious authorities around the time of Jesus. They had been given God’s
Revelation (the Old Testament) which meant that they were ideally placed to recognise
and welcome the Son of God when he finally came. Nevertheless, their expectations had
become so corrupted (and therefore false) that some of them not only failed to appreciate Jesus but also rejected him with frightening hatred.
Even Jesus’ own disciples were not immune to the problem of having false expectations.
Judas might have wanted to see Jesus “the Warrior” pushed into an absolute corner and
provoked to fight back. Other disciples lost faith and courage upon witnessing their hero
surrender himself seemingly helplessly into the hands of apparent enemies. The disciples on the road to Emmaus required personal and intensive tuition from the risen Jesus
himself in order to be purified in their expectations to the point of finally being able to
recognise him. When our expectations are false we are involved in a drama which can
only end in tragedy. Furthermore, when we keep denying that our expectations are false
(out of a desperate/stubborn desire to get what we falsely expect), we only worsen the
anxiety and chaos in our world which has been made unnecessarily fragile. The pain of
implosion or explosion would be a blessing in disguise if it helped us humbly let go of
false expectations in order to adopt right expectations which are in line with God’s plan.
Now may be a good time to ask, why am I going on and on about ‘expectations’? Well,
I am concerned about what seem like false expectations regarding the coronavirus
(without claiming that I am definitely right here). As I said before (3 week ago), flattening the curve means slowing down the spread so as to prevent rapid outbreaks which our
healthcare system cannot handle; it has never meant maintaining lockdowns until there
were no new infections. But some of our political leaders seem to be using the kind of
language that inculcates in people false expectations. For example, a Queensland politician reportedly said, ‘We won't be lectured to by the worst-performing state in Australia
(i.e. NSW)...There were 33 times the number of active cases in NSW compared to
Queensland...NSW needs to get its act together and get community transmission down,
and we will all be better off throughout this nation, including in Queensland.’ In other
words, any transmission is bad and our goal should be zero transmission. If so, then,
why reopen at all? Furthermore, is this even the right expectation to have in the first
place, or could it actually be a false expectation?
The proliferative pattern of reopening all around the world demonstrates two things:
firstly that the coronavirus is not as deadly as it was initially feared to be; secondly that
the most prudent approach to the coronavirus may be not to attempt to eradicate it at all
cost (for, then, the so-called “cure,” apart from being a practical impossibility, can easily
end up being worse than the disease itself) but to manage/minimise harm by protecting
the vulnerable, caring for the sick and allowing the rest of the community to safely grow
resistant. After all, the scientific consensus is that 80% of those infected with the coronavirus are asymptomatic and that children are less likely to die from the coronavirus
than from seasonal flu. In other words, the real concern is not whether or not there are
transmissions in our communities but what percentage of those transmissions are deadly. The goal of keeping this percentage as low as possible could be the right expectation
- something which we can and should aspire to, without falling victim to fear or doom
and gloom.
- Fr Peter -
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The Week Ahead
Sun 24 May
Ascension
of the Lord

Pentecost is coming, share a photo!

Tickets (or bookings) are
required at all Masses!

Mon 25 May
Our Lady Help
of Christians

Tues 26 May
St Philip Neri
priest

9.15am

Wed 27 May

7am

Mass

Thurs 28 May

9.15am

Mass

Fri 29 May

9.15am

Mass

Sat 30 May

9.00am
9:30-10am

Mass
Adoration & Reconciliation

4:15-4:45pm
5pm

Reconciliation
Vigil Mass

8.30am

Mass

10.00am

Mass (live-streamed on Facebook)

Sun 31 May
Pentecost
Sunday

Mass

During these days of restricted and subdued life (including
parish life) the role of domestic church has become more
important than ever before. Do you want the Holy Spirit to
come upon your family and renew them in their sense of
identity and mission? Well, prayer is the indispensable portal through which the power of the Holy Spirit is poured into
our hearts, thereby rekindling in us the fire of love.
Do you pray at home? Do you pray as a family? Is there a
place at home where you’re more likely to gather as a family and pray together?
Please share a photo of your prayer space, preferably with
someone in it! To commemorate Pentecost 2020 (next
week), it is hoped that another music video will be produced
and uploaded on our Facebook page, featuring photos of the
many domestic churches here at Regina Coeli. Hopefully,
the music video will be a reminder to us all of the importance of praying at home (especially as a family), as well
as enabling us to stay connected over the regenerative feast
of Pentecost! Also, please share a Pentecost story e.g. about
the Holy Spirit if you have one!
Please bring a photo to the parish office (for scanning) or email a
digital copy to Fr Peter (beverlyhillspriest@gmail.com) by the end
of Thursday 28 May, thank you!

Rosary Statue
Mr & Mrs T Saify
107 Taylor St
Ph: 0405 323 974
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Clarification from last week. Every time I rush to write the bulletin front page in order to meet the
“deadline,” I always find things which, it seems in hindsight, could have been better expressed. Usually I
just go, ‘Oh well, hopefully I will finish a little early next time and review it before printing it.’ Last weekend,
however, I wrote something which, I thought, could really do with some clarification:
My guess is that this precautionary measure [of recording every visitor’s name and contact details] will
prove to have been of little or no use for more reasons than one, not least of which is that social distancing among 10 people at Regina Coeli will be as good as it gets!
Lest anyone thinks that I was being unjustifiably dismissive of government directives about a critical issue,
I wish to explain a few things which might demonstrate that, yes, I might have shown an attitude but hopefully upon at least some justifiable basis! Social distancing among 10 people at Regina Coeli (a beautifully
spacious church!) is evidently going to be far superior to social distancing at other venues such as supermarkets, retail shops, cafes, restaurants, and, yes, even pubs (not to mention public transport)! In most of
these places social distancing is bound to become compromised far more frequently than at Regina Coeli.
And yet none of these places are required to record the names and contact details of their patrons! So what
would be the point of painstakingly preparing for potential contact tracing if the same kind of preparatory
work was not being done in places which have far higher levels of human traffic?
As you might know, the recording of names and contact details is required not just for Mass attendees but
also for causal visitors throughout the day. In other words the implication here is that everyone who has
been in the same church building, even though they were visiting at different times, all warrant contact
tracing, should one of them test positive to the coronavirus. But even as we speak Australia is full of anonymous individuals (and groups) who are endlessly coming into contact with one another (far more so than at
Regina Coeli), the tracing of which is all but impossible! Furthermore, there is a scientific consensus that at
least 80% of all corona-cases are asymptomatic, the fact of which makes one wonder how effective contact
tracing really is, because most of the asymptomatic carriers will never even know that they once had the
coronavirus until antibody-testing becomes available to them. So, in conclusion, I am led to wonder if
churches are being singled out because governments, after all their radical decisions which have come at
great costs, are in desperate need to be seen to be extremely cautious and, as usual, churches make an
easy target. But this is not to say that we ought to complain. Perhaps the fact that they can tolerate more is
a compliment to Christians. Nevertheless I believe that it is good for us to keep these things in perspective!
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