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yYonl Y>x maYnnl Y® Noel Smith’s Farewell Party last week was, among other things, pleasant, heart-
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SATURDBDXXYnl Y ed by praising those who were present, saying that many of them had done more
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SACRAMENT OF RE C o0 Nmustiadmitthat®dfelt conflicted as I listened to that last, most moving part of the
{ I 0 dzNRvé ¥ nd ¥ & pm Y.3peech. | knew that he meant what he said. And he was right. There has been a
great community here at Regina Coeli. Noel Smith himself was an excellent exam-
ple of someone who contributed to and benefitted from that community. So why
did I feel conflicted?

Unfortunately, the legendary generation that constituted the core of the great com-
munity here at Regina Coeli has been diminishing over time. Last year alone we
lost a good number of them. At one stage the men from St Vicent de Paul Society
were jokingly remarking that it might be better for them to hold their meetings in
heaven since the members up there seemed to clearly outnumber those down here!
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The great community which Noel Smith spoke so fondly of was neither an acci-
dent nor a naturally occurring social phenomenon which could be taken for grant-
% cd by every community; rather, it was a fruit born out of many years of faith devel-

1> opment, communal worship, dedicated service and Christian fraternity. I believe I
& am being realistic when I say that, currently here at Regina Coeli, we are yet to be
on track toward another era of being able to form a great community, or so says
my conflicted conscience.

= ~ This is a complex issue, but I take responsibility for a large part of the problem. I
— Sl - do not wish to say too much on this at the moment because, after all, it is a whole
another topic perhaps for another day, suffice it to say that [ have been appointed
Pastoral Team: Parish Priest of Regina Coeli for a term of 6 years. It probably hasn’t helped that
the first of these has coincided with, shall we say, a very unusual time in human
(SN Yol history. But I do hope to do at least a little bit better in each of the remaining five
ITeKAttal ¢ years. On the bright side, no matter what happens, you’ll see light in the end!

In times of confusion and uncertainty, it would seem especially important to start
Parish Ofce A : everything with gratitude. I am grateful for the fact that enough people attend
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The Week Ahead Candidate #2 Mea’alofa Tupua*
My name is Mea'alofa Tupua and I wish to become Catholic

8.30am ‘Steni : :
5000 No need to book for Mass after listening to some Cath.oh.c speakers and doing my own
research, I am convinced this is the one true church of Jesus
No Mass Christ. I look forward to confirmation and learning more
about the faith.
9.15 M . . .
o o Candidate #3 Tuimasi Tupua*
I'm Tuimasi Tupua or Tui for short. The reason I want to be
7am Mass Catholic is, I've never been interested in taking my faith fur-
ther than merely attending mass every once in a blue moon
9.15pm Mass but, recently I've been attending mass regularly since last
year and for the first time in my life I've had this strong urge
9-15am Mass to learn and join the Catholic faith. These 4 months attending
mass has provided me some foundation in my day to day life
9.00am Mass which I seek to strengthen and that is why I want to become
9:25 - Stations of the Cross i
9:55am & Reconciliation Catholic.
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415 - SN The two are si bl ings, boft
4:45pm Cat holic Church at tFf
5pm Vigil Mass
8.30am Mass
1000am  Mass Il@ l'ﬂ BB emr a_,.a l @@W
Recently Deceased
Barbara Bubnij, Judith Emerton, Bernard OUR LADY OF FATIMA KINGSGROVE

89 SHAW STREET
SATURDAY 13th MARCH

Facilitator: Fr Percival Savare, OSA
9:15am Mass
9:45am TeaCoffee
10:15am start session till Z230pm
All Welcome Please book at Parish Office, 9150 9665

Orbell

In Loving Memory

Judith Partlin, Jusuf Susanto Oentojo, Nadia
Hobeika, Joseph Ghibely, Spiro Bajada, Jo-
sephine Bajada, Manuel & Gloria Vieire, As-
sia & Damia Dagher, Sam Xerri

Please remember those who are inill

health especially: James Ybasco, Josh Ven-
ture, Carmen Bajada, Anne Kensey, Peter
Peters, Monica Costa, Quang Vo, Matt on |
Nugent, Ann Mc Dowell, Christopher
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Dagher, Mrs Saba, Josephina Algozzina, Pat 2¥ aORkDMedwklB®Yi ng Holy Saturd
Mortimer, Mrs Donald Burch, Mary Daniels, This retreat will be made a )
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Wall, Kim Delaney, Lauren Sotano, Sam Hy,
Georgia Brown, Luke Compton, Paul Came-
lotti.

starting from Palm Sunday 1t ¢
given by an obl ate of Jamber

For more information, go to our website:
https://www.jamberooabbey.org.au/retreats/online-retreats/holy-
week-retreat/

Rosary Statue
Mr & Mrs F. Capra
168 Moorefields Road
Ph: 0490 532 693
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Webster
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The litany of gratitude could go on for quite a while but here is something I wish to highlight above others: I am
grateful, and happy on behalf of the parish, for the fact that, in spite of everything, there are still some in the parish
who give us reasons for optimism - those who display promising potentials to become the ‘salt and light’ (c.f. Mat-
thew 5:13-14) of great communities in quite a realistic future. I don’t think I could forget how Noel Smith spoke of
his beloved faith community, with the full authority of 94 years of faithful Christian living behind him. My hope is
that, for the faithful here at Regina Coeli, there will be more than enough spiritual adventures and profound en-
counters such that, someday, they too will be able to express their love and gratitude for their faith community,
with the beautiful sincerity of Noel Smith. This seems definitely worth praying for, with all our hearts! -Fr P-gt e

te of Reconciliagti
ngsgrove, BWNeSbShawd &Sy r ée00p




Third Sunday of Lent, Year B 7 March 2021

First Reading Ex20:1-17
(or shorter form Ex 20:1-3, 7-8, 12-17)

The Law was given through Moses.

God spoke all these words. He said, ‘| am the
Lord your God who brought you out of the land of
Egypt, out of the house of slavery.

“You shall have no gods except me.

‘You shall not make yourself a carved image or
any likeness of anything in heaven or on earth
beneath or in the waters under the earth; you
shall not bow down to them or serve them. For |,
the Lord your God, am a jealous God and | punish
the father’s fault in the sons, the grandsons, and
the great-grandsons of those who hate me; but
| show kindness to thousands of those who love
me and keep my commandments.

You shall not utter the name of the Lord your
God to misuse it, for the Lord will not leave
unpunished the man who utters his name to
misuse it.

‘Remember the sabbath day and keep it holy.
For six days you shall labour and do all your
work, but the seventh day is a sabbath for the
Lord your God. You shall do no work on that day,
neither you nor your son nor your daughter nor
your servants, men or women, not your animals
nor the stranger who lives with you. For in six
days the Lord made the heavens and the earth
and the sea and all that these hold, but on the
seventh day he rested; that is why the Lord has
blessed the sabbath day and made it sacred.

‘Honour your father and your mother so that you
may have a long life in the land that the Lord
your God has given to you.

“You shall not Kill.

“You shall not commit adultery.

‘You shall not steal.

You shall not bear false withess against your
neighbour.

‘You shall not covet your neighbour’'s house.
You shall not covet your neighbour’s wife, or his
servant, man or woman, or his ox, or his donkey,
or anything that is his.’

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 18:8-11. R. Jn 6:68

(R.) Lord, you have the words of everlasting life.

1. The law of the Lord is perfect,
it revives the soul.
The rule of the Lord is to be trusted,
it gives wisdom to the simple. (R.)

2. The precepts of the Lord are right,
they gladden the heart.
The command of the Lord is clear,
it gives light to the eyes. (R.)

3. The fear of the Lord is holy,
abiding for ever.
The decrees of the Lord are truth
all of them just. (R.)

4. They are more to be desired than gold,
than the purest of gold
and sweeter are they than honey,
than honey from the comb. (R.)

Second Reading 1 Cor1:22-25

We are preaching a crucified Christ, a scandal to many, but to
those who have been called, the wisdom of God.

While the Jews demand miracles and the
Greeks look for wisdom, here are we preaching
a crucified Christ; to the Jews an obstacle that
they cannot get over, to the pagans madness,
but to those who have been called, whether they
are Jews or Greeks, a Christ who is the power
and the wisdom of God. For God's foolishness is
wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness
is stronger than human strength.

Gospel Acclamation Jn 3:16

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of
endless glory!

God loved the world so much, he gave us
his only Son,

that all who believe in him might have
eternal life.

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of
endless glory!

Gospel Jn2:13-25

Destroy this sanctuary, and in three days | will raise it up.

Just before the Jewish Passover Jesus went up
to Jerusalem, and in the Temple he found people
selling cattle and sheep and pigeons, and the
money changers sitting at their counters there.
Making a whip out of some cord, he drove them
all out of the Temple, cattle and sheep as well,
scattered the money changers’ coins, knocked
their tables over and said to the pigeon-sellers,
‘Take all this out of here and stop turning my
Father’s house into a market.” Then his disciples
remembered the words of scripture: Zeal for
your house will devour me. The Jews intervened
and said, ‘What sign can you show us to justify
what you have done?’ Jesus answered, ‘Destroy
this sanctuary, and in three days | will raise it
up.” The Jews replied, ‘It has taken forty-six years
to build this sanctuary: are you going to raise it
up in three days?' But he was speaking of the
sanctuary that was his body, and when Jesus
rose from the dead, his disciples remembered
that he had said this, and they believed the
scripture and the words he had said.

During his stay in Jerusalem for the Passover
many believed in his name when they saw the
signs that he gave, but Jesus knew them all and
did not trust himself to them; he never needed
evidence about any man; he could tell what a
man had in him.

Reflection by Dianne Bergant CSA

Israel believed that the temple was built
over the navel of the universe, the axis
mundi, that spot where the world above
and the world below met the world of
history, thus enabling the three worlds
to communicate. When Jesus called
himself the new temple, he was
claiming to be the centre of the
universe, the spot where three-way
cosmic communication occurs, the
presence of God in the midst of the
community. When we accept him in
faith, we are accepting these claims. We
may profess this belief, but do our lives
reflect it?

Although some consider the law a rigid
set of precepts, it is really more a
collection of directives that have grown
out of the experience of life. To say that
Jesus is the wisdom of God means that
God’s wisdom is made known in him
and that he is the way that points to
God. While laws often embody
distinctive cultural values or customs,
as wisdom of God, Jesus crosses
cultural boundaries and breaks down
cultural distinctions. As the wisdom of
God, Jesus fulfils the expectations of
any and all codes of law.

Both the law and the temple witness to

the power of God in the lives of
believers. However, both institutions
pale in the light of Jesus who is

identified as the power of God. This
divine power is not revealed in lofty
precepts or in magnificent stones, but
rather in the broken and pierced body of
Jesus Christ. How willing are we to
accept him?
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