Regina Coeli Parish
Beverly Hills - In the Archdiocese of Sydney

Liturgy Times
SUNDAY:
8:30am, 10:00am.
Children's Liturgy during school term
TUESDAY: 8:30am Adoration, 9.15am
Mass

WEDNESDAY: 7:00am
THURSDAY: 9:15am
FRIDAY: 8:30am Adoration, 9.15am Mass
SATURDAY: 9:00am
(Adoration and Reconciliation after
Mass)
5:00pm (Vigil Mass)
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Saturday: 9:30-10:00am; 4:25-4:50pm

Third Sunday in Lent
7 March 2021
Noel Smith’s Farewell Party last week was, among other things, pleasant, heartwarming, nostalgic and sufficiently attended. The young at heart came out of the
woodwork and took care of the event in its entirety - from planning to cleaning up,
something which they used to do fairly regularly (although with gradually declining physical strength) during the pre-corona era.
The best part of the evening for me was when the man of the hour spoke. He started by praising those who were present, saying that many of them had done more
than he had. Then he spoke in the most heartfelt manner about what a great community we had here at Regina Coeli.
I must admit that I felt conflicted as I listened to that last, most moving part of the
speech. I knew that he meant what he said. And he was right. There has been a
great community here at Regina Coeli. Noel Smith himself was an excellent example of someone who contributed to and benefitted from that community. So why
did I feel conflicted?
Unfortunately, the legendary generation that constituted the core of the great community here at Regina Coeli has been diminishing over time. Last year alone we
lost a good number of them. At one stage the men from St Vicent de Paul Society
were jokingly remarking that it might be better for them to hold their meetings in
heaven since the members up there seemed to clearly outnumber those down here!
The great community which Noel Smith spoke so fondly of was neither an accident nor a naturally occurring social phenomenon which could be taken for granted by every community; rather, it was a fruit born out of many years of faith development, communal worship, dedicated service and Christian fraternity. I believe I
am being realistic when I say that, currently here at Regina Coeli, we are yet to be
on track toward another era of being able to form a great community, or so says
my conflicted conscience.
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This is a complex issue, but I take responsibility for a large part of the problem. I
do not wish to say too much on this at the moment because, after all, it is a whole
another topic perhaps for another day, suffice it to say that I have been appointed
Parish Priest of Regina Coeli for a term of 6 years. It probably hasn’t helped that
the first of these has coincided with, shall we say, a very unusual time in human
history. But I do hope to do at least a little bit better in each of the remaining five
years. On the bright side, no matter what happens, you’ll see light in the end!
In times of confusion and uncertainty, it would seem especially important to start
everything with gratitude. I am grateful for the fact that enough people attend
Mass here at Regina Coeli so as to make our spacious church seem much more
half-full than half-empty. I am grateful for the dedicated volunteers who are heroically supporting the continuation of parish life. I am grateful for the fact that, even
though we have been operating at below full capacity ever since the pandemic,
financial contribution from parishioners has remained so strong that the parish hasn’t qualified for government subsidies since the last quarter of 2020 (even then,
barely).
Continued on Page 3

Welcome to Regina Coeli Catholic Church

The Week Ahead
Sun 7 March
3rd Sun of
Lent

8.30am
10.00am

Mon 8 March
3rd week Lent

Candidate #2 Mea’alofa Tupua*
No need to book for Mass
No Mass

Tue 9 March
3rd week Lent

9.15am

Mass

Wed 10 March
3rd week Lent

7am

Mass

Thu 11 March
3rd week Lent

9.15pm

Mass

Fri 12 March
3rd week Lent

9.15am

Mass

Sat 13 March
3rd week Lent

9.00am
9:259:55am

Mass
Stations of the Cross
& Reconciliation

4:154:45pm
5pm

Reconciliation

8.30am

Mass

10.00am

Mass

Sun 14 March
4th Sunday of
Lent

My name is Mea'alofa Tupua and I wish to become Catholic
after listening to some Catholic speakers and doing my own
research, I am convinced this is the one true church of Jesus
Christ. I look forward to confirmation and learning more
about the faith.

Candidate #3 Tuimasi Tupua*
I'm Tuimasi Tupua or Tui for short. The reason I want to be
Catholic is, I've never been interested in taking my faith further than merely attending mass every once in a blue moon
but, recently I've been attending mass regularly since last
year and for the first time in my life I've had this strong urge
to learn and join the Catholic faith. These 4 months attending
mass has provided me some foundation in my day to day life
which I seek to strengthen and that is why I want to become
Catholic.
*The two are siblings, both preparing to be received into the
Catholic Church at the Easter Vigil!

Vigil Mass

Recently Deceased
Barbara Bubnij, Judith Emerton, Bernard
Orbell
In Loving Memory
Judith Partlin, Jusuf Susanto Oentojo, Nadia
Hobeika, Joseph Ghibely, Spiro Bajada, Josephine Bajada, Manuel & Gloria Vieire, Assia & Damia Dagher, Sam Xerri
Please remember those who are in ill
health especially: James Ybasco, Josh Venture, Carmen Bajada, Anne Kensey, Peter
Peters, Monica Costa, Quang Vo, Matt
Nugent, Ann Mc Dowell, Christopher
McDowell, Damiano Serravalle, George
Dagher, Mrs Saba, Josephina Algozzina, Pat
Mortimer, Mrs Donald Burch, Mary Daniels,
Geoff McDowell, Elena Mura, Mr TD (Terry)
Wall, Kim Delaney, Lauren Sotano, Sam Hy,
Georgia Brown, Luke Compton, Paul Camelotti.

For more information, go to our website:
https://www.jamberooabbey.org.au/retreats/online-retreats/holyweek-retreat/

Rosary Statue
Mr & Mrs F. Capra
168 Moorefields Road
Ph: 0490 532 693
Parish Secretary
Mrs Margaret
Doherty-Brady
9554 8155
Tues 8:30am1:30pm Wed & Fri
10.30am—3.30pm

2|

Sacramental Coordinator/
PSSO
Mrs Elizabeth Gooley
9554 8155
reginasacramental@gmail.com
Tuesday and Thursday from
11.30am - 3.30pm

Online Holy Week Retreat
Enrich your Lenten journey through the transformative embrace
of scripture, Remembering Holy Saturday
This retreat will be made available during the Holy Week. It explores the mystery of Holy Saturday, on what it means to live in "inbetween"times, liminal times. There will be video talk everyday
starting from Palm Sunday to Easter Sunday. This retreat will be
given by an oblate of Jamberoo Abbey, Rev Catherine Eaton.

School Principal
Mr Chris Egan

Asst. Principal

Mr Peter Busch

REC
Mrs Elizabeth
Webster

Continued from Page 1
The litany of gratitude could go on for quite a while but here is something I wish to highlight above others: I am
grateful, and happy on behalf of the parish, for the fact that, in spite of everything, there are still some in the parish
who give us reasons for optimism - those who display promising potentials to become the ‘salt and light’ (c.f. Matthew 5:13-14) of great communities in quite a realistic future. I don’t think I could forget how Noel Smith spoke of
his beloved faith community, with the full authority of 94 years of faithful Christian living behind him. My hope is
that, for the faithful here at Regina Coeli, there will be more than enough spiritual adventures and profound encounters such that, someday, they too will be able to express their love and gratitude for their faith community,
with the beautiful sincerity of Noel Smith. This seems definitely worth praying for, with all our hearts! - Fr Peter -

Second Rite of Reconciliation at Our Lady of Fatima
Kingsgrove, 89 Shaw Street —Wednesday, 10 March 7:00pm
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