Regina Coeli Parish
Beverly Hills - In the Archdiocese of Sydney

Liturgy Times
SUNDAY:
8:30am, 10:00am.
Children's Liturgy during school term
TUESDAY: 8:30am Adoration, 9.15am
Mass

WEDNESDAY: 7:00am
THURSDAY: 9:15am
FRIDAY: 8:30am Adoration, 9.15am Mass
SATURDAY: 9:00am
(Adoration and Reconciliation after
Mass)
5:00pm (Vigil Mass)
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Saturday: 9:30-10:00am; 4:25-4:50pm

Passion Sunday
28 March 2021
70 children have just completed the parish program for First Reconciliation.
That might seem like a large number but Elizabeth Gooley our sacramental coordinator made them feel personally cared for. On the actual evening of Reconciliation (last Thursday) three priests came to help out, including two former
priests of Regina Coeli - our 90s parish priest and the very last assistant priest.
As usual, the Parable of the Prodigal Son (c.f. Luke 15:11-32) became the central text for all three lessons. The son was tempted by the false idea that if he
had the father’s money but not the father himself, then, he could do whatever
he wanted and become inexpressibly happy. Of course, the moment his heart
turned from the father was the beginning of inescapable misery. Sin never delivers what it appears to promise; to sin is to, quite literally, ‘miss the target.’
The Parable of the Prodigal Son is also known as the Parable of the Forgiving
Father. The father ran out to embrace the son, as if to indicate that, in his heart,
he never stopped loving him, not even for a second. The heart of the forgiving
father was entirely ready to reach out to the son with tender love and forgiveness, leaving absolutely no room for the poison of resentment to seep in.
Astounding was the fact that he wanted to throw a great party, for, it showed
that he loved the son, a great sinner, without any reservation whatsoever, with
undivided love!
But here is a crucial question: Why do we believe that God is just like the forgiving father from the parable? After all, a parable is still a story. On what basis do we believe that the story about the forgiving father is not some wishful
thinking but an accurate reflection of true reality? Interestingly enough, there is
usually a noticeable pause between when the question is asked and when someone finally manages to connect the dots: because Jesus died for us on the cross!
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‘God forgives.’ We tend to utter the statement as though it was self-evident.
But it is not. Deep down, we struggle to believe that God forgives. A case in
point is the fact that we struggle to love not just others but even ourselves! If
we allowed the medicine of God’s mercy to reach the most neglected parts of
our soul, then, surely, there would be no self-pitying or self-loathing. But there
is, a lot of it, all too often. So what does this say about our so called belief in
God’s forgiveness?
Holy Week has come around and not by accident. If a random person claimed
to love us unconditionally, we would be obliged to run or ensure that the person was under the careful watch of the authorities. So how could Jesus, after
rising from the dead, say to the disgraced disciples, ‘Peace be with you,’ as
though there was not an ounce of resentment in him? How could he claim that
if they (the Church) forgave the sins of any they were truly forgiven? Let’s behold, through the eyes of faith, the mysteries Holy Week - what Jesus did in
order to reveal the heart of God to us - so that ‘God forgives’ becomes not an
empty statement but the most substantive one which saves us all! - Fr Peter -

Welcome to Regina Coeli Catholic Church

HOLY WEEK ROSTER

Chrism Mass on Holy Thursday*

Dear Readers and Acolytes,
Please take a look at the roster at the back of the
church. There is still vacancy. Please write your
name down for the ceremonies at which you wish
to volunteer.
Thank you very much.

Recently Deceased
Chris Byrne, Anna Madau, William Cheung
In Loving Memory
Giuseppe Graniero

Rosary Statue
Mr & Mrs Chater
39 Glendale Ave
Ph: 0416 036 283
Parish Secretary
Mrs Margaret
Doherty-Brady
9554 8155
Tues 8:30am1:30pm Wed & Fri
10.30am—3.30pm
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You are invited to the Chrism Mass which will be held at
10:30am on Holy Thursday (1 April), at St Mary’s Cathedral.
Join with the priests, deacons and parish representatives for
the blessing of the Holy Oils for use in the sacraments over
the coming year.
*There will be no morning mass at the parish.

Sacramental Coordinator/
PSSO
Mrs Elizabeth Gooley
9554 8155

School Principal

reginasacramental@gmail.com
Tuesday and Thursday from
11.30am - 3.30pm

REC

Mr Chris Egan

Asst. Principal

Mr Peter Busch
Mrs Elizabeth
Webster

Please remember those who are in ill health
especially: James Ybasco, Josh Venture, Carmen
Bajada, Anne Kensey, Peter Peters, Monica Costa,
Quang Vo, Matt Nugent, Ann Mc Dowell, Christopher McDowell, Damiano Serravalle, George
Dagher, Mrs Saba, Josephina Algozzina, Pat Mortimer, Mrs Donald Burch, Mary Daniels, Geoff
McDowell, Elena Mura, Mr TD (Terry) Wall, Kim
Delaney, Lauren Sotano, Sam Hy, Georgia Brown,
Luke Compton, Paul Camelotti.
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